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First… The Basics



The Head of State in Canada is...

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5f/Elizabeth_II_greets_NASA_GSFC_employees,_May_8,_2007_edit.jpg


If the Queen is not around, the Head of 

State in Canada is... 

• Engineer

• Astronaut – two space missions

• NASA Mission Controller 

• Head of the National Bank of Canada

• Flies fighter jets

• Speaks six languages

• Plays piano with the Montreal 

Symphony Orchestra

• Sings in the Tafelmusik Chamber 

Choir



The Head of Government in Canada is...

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_FxoZJ9hNjU8bM&tbnid=K1hw-SWLU0UsbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://thecarletonmadman.wordpress.com/canadian_parties_101/conservatives/&ei=F6P7U96QG4y7ogSThYDIDA&bvm=bv.73612305,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGCoKeejMsKVnaoiwdgF9qlTeMJOA&ust=1409086609949449


Leader of the Conservative Party

(and Leader of the Opposition) 



Leader of Leader of 

The NDP The Green Party



Premier of Alberta Mayor of Lethbridge



MLAs of Lethbridge MP of Lethbridge





Secretary General of the UN President of the US

Democrat

Republican

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Official_portrait_of_Barack_Obama.jpg


Vice President Secretary of State



Democrat







PM of the United Kingdom President of France



Chancellor of Germany President of Russia



President of China Prime Minister of Japan



Supreme Leader of Dictator of Syria

North Korea



Now…

W

What are the biggest 

news stories of the last year?



Leading up to 

2020:

2011: The War in Afghanistan Ends / Iraqi War 

Ends /  Arab Spring begins

2012: Civil War in Syria 

2013: Collapse of a clothing factory in 

Bangladesh 1130 dead / Chemical 

warfare in Syria / Sandy Hook Shooting 

/ Gun Control Debate in the US  



Arab Spring



ANALOGY: of the “domino 

effect” to describe how one 

dictator’s collapse will cause 

others around him to collapse



2014 - 2015 Current Events: 

2014: Ebola Outbreak / ISIS Spreads Across 

Iraq and Syria/

2015: Oil and Gas Prices Drop / Alberta’s 

Economy Slows / Trudeau becomes PM 

/ COP21 – Paris Climate Change 

Agreement Passes / Paris Terrorism 

Attacks



ISIS





2016 Headlines: 

• Canada accepts 25 000 Syrian refugees 

• Syrian civil war continues. Russia helps Assad 

• UK votes to separate from the EU (Brexit vote) 

• Trumps wins the US election 

• ISIS attacks around the world

• Fort McMurray Fire 





Playing off of the idiom: 

“stuck between a rock and a hard place”







2017 Current Events: 

▪ Increased tensions between the US and North Korea 

▪ Racial tension erupts in the US over Confederate statues 

and flags. In Charlottesville, Virginia, violence breaks out 

between white supremacists and counter protesters/Antifa. 

▪ The FBI begins investigation of the Trump/Russia scandal

▪ #metoo

▪ Canada 150







2018 Current Events: 

▪ Tension continues to increase over the FBI’s (Mueller) 

▪ N. and S. Korea peace talks, Trump meets Kim Jong Un

▪ The Humboldt Bronco’s bus crash 

▪ March For our Lives – demands for new US gun laws

▪ Canada legalizes marijuana

▪ Trump’s Trade Wars with the EU, Canada, & China

▪ Canada arrests the CFO of Huawei and upsets China











The Biggest Headlines in 2019

• Theresa May steps down: Boris Johnson’s in  

• Hong Kong: on-going protests against China

• Ongoing Trade Wars

• The Amazon wildfires

• Notre Dame Cathedral burns

• The Raptors win the NBA championship

• Leader of ISIS, al-Baghdadi, is killed

• Trump’s Impeachment

• Trudeau: SNC Lavalin and black-face scandals

• Canadian Election: Trudeau wins a minority 

gov’t, Conservatives get more votes

















The Biggest Headlines in 2020

• Andrew Scheer steps down

• Coronavirus Outbreak

• Trump has Iranian military leader killer

• Ukrainian airliner is shot down in Iran

• Australian wildfires

• Greta Thunberg named Person of the Year 

• Prince Harry abdicates and moves to Canada

• The UK officially leaves the EU

• Kobe Bryant dies



First - Assess the CONTENT
(Using the “STICS Method”):

• S – Symbolism:  Look for people, objects, or symbols you should 

recognize. Has the cartoonist used any analogies? An analogy is a comparison 

between two unlike things that share some characteristics. Have any idioms been 

used (common saying that have meaning beyond face value), examples: “chip on 

your shoulder”, or “jump the gun”. 

• T – Text: Read everything!  Labelled items become metaphors. 

• I – Irony:  Popular tool of the political cartoon.  Does this cartoon express 

an opposite message to the literal message presented?

• C – Colour:  Is colour used?  Are the colours representative of anything?

• S – Size:  Is anything over/under sized?  If so, why?  

• Assess the MEANING:

• What is the point / message of this cartoon?

Assessing Cartoons


